
Can you believe it, we are half way through the children’s first year at school?! The

children have learnt so much and we would like to thank you, as parents, for the support

you give the children at home.

This half term we will be exploring the theme of ‘Stories’. We will be looking at a mixture

of Traditional Tales from around the world. Here is a summary of a few of our planned

learning experiences:

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

● looking at things from different perspectives

● talking about our favourite books and why we like them

● sharing our own ideas and listening to each other’s

● being brave and showing perseverance when trying new activities

● selecting and using resources with increased independence and care

● exploring different emotions and how people express their feelings

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

● listening carefully to a variety of stories and discussing them in detail

● exploring what a good question is

● continue to explore new adjectives to describe characters, settings, emotions

● learning to add expression when pretending to be a character

● retelling stories

● following more complex instructions

● articulating our thoughts and ideas using full sentences

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

● continuing to hold a pencil using a tripod grip (thumb and two fingers)

● continuing to practice forming letter sounds and numbers correctly

● fastening buttons and zips independently

● learning to move with more control and grace

● gaining more control when throwing, kicking, patting etc.

● developing their spatial awareness when travelling



LITERACY

● continue to blend and segment words to read and write

● learning new digraphs and trigraphs

● talking in more detail about books that we have read

● writing post cards, character descriptions, retelling stories, letters etc.

● continuing to use finger spaces, capital letters and full stops

● identifying and making rhyming words

● exploring using adjectives and conjunctions in our writing

● spelling high frequency words (pink/red words) correctly when using them

in our writing

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

● continuing to count, recognise and order numbers

● finding 1 more and 1 less than a given number

● exploring length, height and capacity

● learning about 3D shapes and their properties

● exploring patterns

● solving problems using numbers

● exploring number bonds

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

● remembering and talking about past events

● looking at similarities and differences between different environments

● comparing and contrasting different characters

● talking in more detail about similarities and differences between each other

● drawing maps

● making observations of the world around us as the seasons change

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

● working with others to act out stories

● expressing our own ideas through art, design, drama, music and dance

● listening to different music and talking about how it makes us feel

● drawing pictures to accompany stories

● continue to develop and refine already learnt techniques

● talking about what we have created – what went well and what we could do

better next time



Homework

Thank you for your continued support with your child’s learning and development

during this exciting first year at school. Please continue to read with your child every

day and record this in their Reading Record.

We are aware that some of you are struggling with accessing and/or printing the online

homework, therefore, every week will have some printed copies available for you to pick

up from the classroom door. We hope this helps you to continue to support your child’s

learning at home. If you are looking for more activities to do at home, please use the

maths resources we provided at the beginning of the year, the ‘What to expect when’

document and the apps and websites we sent out to you. There is lots more information on

supporting your child at home on our school website.

https://sites.google.com/wvps.northants.sch.uk/home-learning/learning-resources/

As you may be aware the children are visiting our school Library every week. This is a

wonderful opportunity for them to share books with each other; talk about their

favourite characters and say why they like and dislike certain books. Borrowing books

develops other skills such as learning to look after them and using the computer to scan

them out. The Library books need to be returned every Friday in order for them to be

able to borrow a new book each week, please could you help your child to manage this.

REMINDERS:

● Please check that your child’s uniform and PE kit is still clearly labelled

● Please check through your child’s book bag each day for letters and anything

they have made for you. This is especially important in case your child has a

bumped head note from the day.

● We are still setting homework via Google Classroom every Monday, although

there is no time limit to complete it, it’s a great way to consolidate learning.

Don’t forget you can now pick up a paper copy from the door!

● We love hearing what the children are up to at home, so please keep adding

● observations of your child’s learning at home on to Tapestry.

● Also remember to check out the school Blog to find out what the children

are getting up to each week.

https://sites.google.com/wvps.northants.sch.uk/home-learning/learning-resources/


DIARY DATES

● World book day                                   Thursday 2nd March

● Parents’ Evenings Tuesday 21
st

and Thursday 23
rd

March

● Mufti Day Friday 24
th

March

● End of term Friday 31
st

March

Many thanks,

Mrs Williams-Morris and Mrs Stevens


