
A guide to Year 2



Welcome to Year 2!
…A transformative year!

Year 2 is a milestone in your child’s development. The children are on the cusp 
of entering KS2, and therefore begin to develop their independence alongside 
their learning. Through the exciting, creative curriculum at Woodland View, Year 
2 builds their confidence by allowing children to explore self sufficiency in 
cutting and sticking in their books and taking charge of micro decision making.



Welcome to Year 2!
…A year to remember!

Year 2 is an exciting year full of lots of new learning themes. Children will begin 
to discover a wider range of learning skills and strategies where they can start 
to apply their previous knowledge and understanding to develop and secure 
their knowledge to a wider range of areas. As confidence begins to develop, an 
increased level of independence enables children in Year 2 to become more 
independent learners and really demonstrate and apply their skills. As staff, we 
pride ourselves on continuing to provide fun, exciting and motivating lessons to 
capture the minds of our young Year 2s as we know whilst they are still only 
young, a variation in learning styles and methods to ensure all children are 
engaged and motivated to learn!



Our Values



Behaviour and attitudes for learning
We have high expectations of all pupils and 
we want them to strive to do the best that 
they can and be the best citizen that they can. 
We ensure that the children have a clear 
understanding of our rewards and sanctions 
approaches.

● Verbal praise, Class dojos, Special 
Awards, Values awards etc.

● Each class has a set of class rules and we 
have a consistent warning system 
throughout the school. In KS1, your child 
will also be used to the sun and cloud 
system. 



What makes Year 2 different?
As children in Year 2 enter their last year in Key Stage 1, they will steadily see time for more self 
reflection and independence with their tasks in school. Learning becomes steadily more formal whilst 
ensuring adults still support groups of children in class to enable all children make progress but also 
are not overly reliant on an adults to achieve set tasks. As more children complete the phonics scheme, 
focus begins to shift to comprehension skills, with taught strategies of retrieval and inference. We 
encourage and teach building stamina for longer reading and writing tasks and promote the 
importance of self-checking to edit and improve work without always being directed to do so by an 
adult. In Maths, times tables become more frequent and the application of previous mathematical 
learning concepts are applied to a wide range of tasks. Children learn a variety of methods and begin 
to show preferences for their preferred methods to problem solve. In topic lessons, children continue to 
discover a vast range of real life learning through ICT, Art,  DT, History, Geography, Music, RE and 
PSHE.  

 We hope the children take pride in their final year in Key Stage 1 as they embark on the next 
exciting stage of their Woodland View journey as they enter the fun, excitement and new 

challenges that Key Stage 2 will bring! 



Our English curriculum exposes the children to a range of high quality texts through 
both reading and writing. 

In Year 2, the children will begin to develop their use of a wider range of grammatical 
features, both recognising punctuation when reading and applying these into their 
writing. Texts will become increasingly longer and children will begin to increase the 
speed at which they read and will become more confident when answering retrieval 
and inference questions. Increased speed of writing is also developed alongside the 
wide range of reading and writing genres and styles. 

Reinforcing non-negotiables, beginning to use conjunctions, using phonics to make 
plausible attempts at spelling, apostrophes, Y2 common exception words and editing 
and improving are just some examples of the learning that will take place this year.

Writing in Year 2



Reading in Year 2
Reading is such an important skill and the effect of reading on 
child development and progress in all areas is proven. We want 
children to develop a love of reading as well as develop and hone 
their skills. Reading is about sharing books together: hearing your 
child read as well as reading to them (even when they are in Year 
6), talking about books and allowing the children to develop their 
vocabulary, stamina and knowledge of the world around them. 

Please encourage your child to 
read a minimum of three times 
a week, but ideally five or more 
times week. 



Phonics in Year 2



Reading - Our Recommended Reads

We will read a range of texts 
within lessons and for pleasure 

in the classroom. Here is a 
selection of age-appropriate 
books that we would love the 

children to access. Many of these 
are available in our classrooms. 



Spelling in Year 2
Spellings are so important!

In class, children will be introduced to new 
spellings each week. Sometimes this will include 
a particular spelling pattern, or it may include 
words from our common exception list as seen 
on the right of this page. We then ask that you 
please work with your child to practise any 
spellings that they are given and encourage 
them to utilise Spelling Shed as part of their 
homework.



Maths in Year 2
In Years 1 and 2, we encourage children to develop automaticity of 
facts and develop their use of subitising, building on learning from 
Foundation Stage. 

In Year 2, children will then move on to develop their times table skills 
at the appropriate time, as outlined on the next slide. 

We have access to Numbots where the 
children can work through levels 
developing their subitising, addition and 
subtraction skills. 

1-minute maths is another great way to 
rehearse those key facts.



Maths in Year 2
By the end of Year 2, children should know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

By the end of Year 3, children should know their 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8 times tables.

By the end of Year 4, children should know all of their times tables. 

In Years 5 and 6, children need to have rapid recall of their times tables as they really are 
the key to success!

We have access to Times table rockstars where the children 
can work on particular tables and develop their speed of 
recall. The ‘jamming’ section is a great place to visit to work 
on a particular table that they are learning or finding hard to 
grasp. 

The programme will offer the children a ‘gig’ each month 
which will then trigger particular tables that they need to 
work on to improve their speed of recall.



Maths in Year 2
KIRFs - these are set in the third week of each half 
term, but are something to keep working on for the 
whole half term. These highlight other key facts, as 
well as times tables that the children need to have 
instant recall of. These can also be found in your 
child’s reading logs. 

You can also access any previous KIRFs via the 
website.



Maths in Year 2
An understanding of 
place value and how 
we can use this 
knowledge to help us 
partition numbers.

Securing understanding of 
the four operations 
especially addition and 
subtraction.

Establishing 2D shape 
familiarity both in 
standard form and in 
our environment!



Themes in Year 2



Themes in Year 2
Autumn 1

Spring 2 Summer 2

Autumn 2

Summer 1

Spring 1



Themes in Year 2

Autumn 1
Unity in the Community

Further 
information about 
our themes can 
be found on our 
school website.



Our Blogs
We love sharing with you the exciting things that we do in 
school. We have a dedicated blog for our year group where 
you can see what your child has been learning (we know 
that they don’t always tell you)! We would like to encourage 
you to check this regularly as they are updated every week. 
They can be found by visiting the school website.



Other things to note…

Parents’ Evening

Open View

Drop ins An exciting trip

A live performance!

Winter Wonderland

…and so much more!

The Magnificent Seven

Clay Aliens

King and Queen day

Paddington Bear

Victorian toys

Sandwich making

Printing tiles

Circuit making

Pond activities

Learning with nature

Immersive roomScience week!
Heroes



With your help, we hope to create:
life-long learners,

reflective pupils who recognise their 
own strengths and areas for 

improvement

and develop the whole child so that 
they are happy, confident, 

compassionate, driven citizens.


