
A guide to Year 4



Welcome to Year 4!
…A year to remember!

Year 4 is a great step up from your child experiencing their first year in Key stage 2. 
It will enable the children to build on their prior learning and allow them to take more 
responsibility for their own learning and routines.

We aim to ensure that the children have fun learning new skills and concepts 
through a rich and inclusive curriculum  throughout the year; as well as encouraging 
them to push themselves and step out of their comfort zones in a safe and nurturing 
environment.

This year,  the children will have so many more sporting, performance and musical 
opportunities in preparation for their continued journey towards Upper Key Stage 2.



Our Values



Behaviour and attitudes for learning
We have high expectations of all pupils and 
we want them to strive to do the best that 
they can and be the best citizen that they can. 
We ensure that the children have a clear 
understanding of our rewards and sanctions 
approaches.

● Verbal praise, Class dojos, Special 
Awards, Values awards etc.

● Each class has a set of class rules and we 
have a consistent warning system 
throughout the school. 



What makes Year 4 different?
In Year 4, the pace of learning and expectations that are required are a step up from Year 3, but 
are based on individual needs. We encourage children to enhance on expressing their opinions 
and ideas, especially when it concerns the wider curriculum and current world issues. Within the 
classroom, children are expected to look after their own belongings and respect others; as well 
as making sure they are fully prepared with the correct equipment for the lesson ahead. 

At the end of Year 4, all children are expected to complete the statutory Multiplication Tables 
Check. Therefore, times table play a vitally important part of everyday learning. Children must 
also ensure that they are learning these at home and  being proactive in their own education.

As the children progress through Year 4, we expect them to be able to attempt to resolve social 
and emotional issues by having the courage to ask for help and understand who they can turn 
to for support. We would also like them to have a better understanding of how they can 
support their peers by being great listeners.  



Our English curriculum exposes the children to a range of high quality texts 
through both reading and writing. 

In Year 4, the children will begin to develop their use of expanded noun 
phrases, prepositional phrases, fronted adverbials and subordinate clauses.  
In addition, their texts will become more advanced. Vocabulary and 
punctuation will continue to be a focus, adding in more complex structures. 
The children begin to vary their sentence structures more independently and 
become more ambitious and adventurous with their vocabulary choices 
whilst taking into account of who is the audience for that particular text. 
They will also continue to develop their understanding and use of 
paragraphs and read more independently. 

Writing in Year 4



Reading in Year 4
Reading is such an important skill and the effect of reading on 
child development and progress in all areas is proven. We want 
children to develop a love of reading as well as develop and hone 
their skills. Reading is about sharing books together: hearing your 
child read as well as reading to them (even when they are in Year 
6), talking about books and allowing the children to develop their 
vocabulary, stamina and knowledge of the world around them. 

Please encourage your child to 
read a minimum of three times 
a week, but ideally five or more 
times week. 



Reading - Our Recommended Reads

We will read a range of texts 
within lessons and for pleasure 

in the classroom. Here is a 
selection of age-appropriate 
books that we would love the 

children to access. Many of these 
are available in our classrooms. 



Spelling in Year 4
Spellings are so important!

In class, children will be introduced to new 
spellings each week. Sometimes this will include 
a particular spelling pattern, or it may include 
words from the statutory spelling list as seen 
on the right of this page. We then ask that you 
please work with your child to practise any 
spellings that they are given and encourage 
them to utilise Spelling Shed as part of their 
homework.



Maths in Year 4
By the end of Year 2, children should know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

By the end of Year 3, children should know their 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8 times tables.

By the end of Year 4, children should know all of their times tables. 

In Years 5 and 6, children need to have rapid recall of their times tables as they really are 
the key to success!

We have access to Times table rockstars where the children 
can work on particular tables and develop their speed of 
recall. The ‘jamming’ section is a great place to visit to work 
on a particular table that they are learning or finding hard to 
grasp. 

The programme will offer the children a ‘gig’ each month 
which will then trigger particular tables that they need to 
work on to improve their speed of recall.



Maths in Year 4
KIRFs - these are set in the third week of each half 
term, but are something to keep working on for the 
whole half term. These highlight other key facts, as 
well as times tables that the children need to have 
instant recall of. These can also be found in your 
child’s reading logs. 

You can also access any previous KIRFs via the 
website.



Maths in Year 4
Developing a further 
understanding of 
written methods for 
division and 
multiplication. 

Develop place value 
knowledge for tenths, 
hundredths and 
thousandths.  

Become familiar with 
calculating the area 
and perimeter of 
rectilinear shapes. 



Themes in Year 4



Themes in Year 4
Autumn 1

Spring 2 Summer 2

Autumn 2

Summer 1

Spring 1



Themes in Year 4

Autumn 1
Law and Order

Further 
information about 
our themes can 
be found on our 
school website.



Our Blogs
We love sharing with you the exciting things that we do in 
school. We have a dedicated blog for our year group where 
you can see what your child has been learning (we know 
that they don’t always tell you)! We would like to encourage 
you to check this regularly as they are updated every week. 
They can be found by visiting the school website.



Other things to note…

Parents’ Evening
Open View

Drop ins
An exciting trip

A live performance!
Winter Wonderland

…and so much more!

The Magnificent Seven

Swimming Lessons



With your help, we hope to create:
life-long learners,

reflective pupils who recognise their 
own strengths and areas for 

improvement

and develop the whole child so that 
they are happy, confident, 

compassionate, driven citizens.


