
A guide to Year 3



Welcome to Year 3!
…A year to remember!

Year 3 is the crucial gateway to Key Stage 2. The children have now been in 
mainstream education for a number of years and have a basic understanding 
of the school routine and what is expected of them. 

To this point, a lot of the children’s learning has been heavily supported by 
adults. In Year 3, we place a lot more emphasis on the children becoming 
independent and self-motivated learners laying a foundation for the rest of 
the Key Stage. They will begin to develop in their maturity and are expected to 
enter into greater communication about their own learning.



Our Values



Behaviour and attitudes for learning
We have high expectations of all pupils and 
we want them to strive to do the best that 
they can and be the best citizen that they can. 
We ensure that the children have a clear 
understanding of our rewards and sanctions 
approaches.

● Verbal praise, Class dojos, Special 
Awards, Values awards etc.

● Each class has a set of class rules and we 
have a consistent warning system 
throughout the school. 



What makes Year 3 different?
There are many differences between KS1 and KS2. We endeavour to bridge this transition smoothly in 
the first term by introducing the children to new structures for their learning, building on the vital skills 
and knowledge gained in KS1. The Year 3 curriculum offers a rich and stimulating learning experience 
in which children thrive and flourish. We aim to, where possible, guide the children to make links across 
the subjects and to real life situations.  

Independent reading is an important part of life in Year 3. The children will develop the skills to 
self-manage their own reading changes, whereas in KS1 this was undertaken by an adult. We place a 
big emphasis on comprehension skills; this includes direct retrieval questions about books (these are 
questions where the answer can be taken directly from the text), and greater focus on understanding 
the overall purpose and themes of the text – not just the mechanics of reading. 

When the children face difficulties in their learning and social situations, we encourage them to 
approach it with a greater sense of personal responsibility and maturity. This requires a partnership 
between home and school where the child takes an increased responsibility for communicating any 
difficulties directly with their teacher, where previously much of this was done by you (we know some 
children find this easier than others)!



Our English curriculum exposes the children to a range of high quality texts 
through both reading and writing. 

In Year 3, the children will develop their use of punctuation such as their full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation marks and question marks. Their texts will become 
more detailed with use of descriptive language such as similes, adjectives and 
adverbs. Vocabulary and punctuation will continue to be a focus, adding in more 
complex structures. The children begin to vary their sentence openers more 
independently and play with vocabulary choices with an increased awareness of 
the effect that these have on the reader. Reading widely can have such an impact 
on their writing too. Writing stamina plays an important role for them in Year 3 as 
texts continue to be extended further.

Writing in Year 3



Reading in Year 3
Reading is such an important skill and the effect of reading on 
child development and progress in all areas is proven. We want 
children to develop a love of reading as well as develop and hone 
their skills. Reading is about sharing books together: hearing your 
child read as well as reading to them (even when they are in Year 
6), talking about books and allowing the children to develop their 
vocabulary, stamina and knowledge of the world around them. 

Please encourage your child to 
read a minimum of three times 
a week, but ideally five or more 
times week. 



Reading - Our Recommended Reads

We will read a range of texts 
within lessons and for pleasure 

in the classroom. Here is a 
selection of age-appropriate 
books that we would love the 

children to access. Many of these 
are available in our classrooms. 



Spelling in Year 3
Spellings are so important!

In class, children will be introduced to new 
spellings each week. Sometimes this will include 
a particular spelling pattern, or it may include 
words from the statutory spelling list as seen 
on the right of this page. We then ask that you 
please work with your child to practise any 
spellings that they are given and encourage 
them to utilise Spelling Shed as part of their 
homework.



Maths in Year 3
By the end of Year 2, children should know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

By the end of Year 3, children should know their 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8 times tables.

By the end of Year 4, children should know all of their times tables. 

In Years 5 and 6, children need to have rapid recall of their times tables as they really are 
the key to success!

We have access to Times table rockstars where the children 
can work on particular tables and develop their speed of 
recall. The ‘jamming’ section is a great place to visit to work 
on a particular table that they are learning or finding hard to 
grasp. 

The programme will offer the children a ‘gig’ each month 
which will then trigger particular tables that they need to 
work on to improve their speed of recall.



Maths in Year 3
KIRFs - these are set in the third week of each half 
term, but are something to keep working on for the 
whole half term. These highlight other key facts, as 
well as times tables that the children need to have 
instant recall of. These can also be found in your 
child’s reading logs. 

You can also access any previous KIRFs via the 
website.



Maths in Year 3
An increased 
confidence in using a 
variety of different 
written methods. 

Being able to tell the time 
to intervals of 5 minutes on 
an analogue clock.

Understanding and 
comparing different 
fractions.



Themes in Year 3



Themes in Year 3
Autumn 1

Spring 2 Summer 2

Autumn 2

Summer 1

Spring 1



Themes in Year 3

Autumn 1
Athens vs Sparta

Further 
information about 
our themes can 
be found on our 
school website.



Our Blogs
We love sharing with you the exciting things that we do in 
school. We have a dedicated blog for our year group where 
you can see what your child has been learning (we know 
that they don’t always tell you)! We would like to encourage 
you to check this regularly as they are updated every week. 
They can be found by visiting the school website.



Other things to note…

Parents’ Evening
Open View

Drop ins An exciting trip

A live performance!
Winter Wonderland

…and so much more!

The Magnificent Seven

Strings



With your help, we hope to create:
life-long learners,

reflective pupils who recognise their 
own strengths and areas for 

improvement

and develop the whole child so that 
they are happy, confident, 

compassionate, driven citizens.


