
A guide to Year 1



Welcome to Year 1!
…An exciting time!

Year 1 is an exciting time for both children and parents! Children are now of statutory school age 
and the curriculum changes from that of the Foundation Stage. At Woodland View, we aim to 
offer your child a curriculum that provides a smooth transition from the Foundation Stage into 
Year 1. We deliver an exciting and stimulating education which is delivered in the way that is most 
suitable for children at this age.

To aid the children’s transition from Foundation Stage, we are mirroring the way they work. The 
children receive a lesson input as a whole class before working closely with an adult and group 
of children during their independent work. ‘COOL time’ (Choose Our Own Learning) gives the 
children the chance to explore the learning environment, accessing exciting and engaging 
activities which link to different areas of their learning. It is similar to ‘Challenges’ in Foundation 
Stage.

Throughout Year 1, we are slowly embedding KS1 routines and developing children’s ability to 
sustain longer working periods. 



Our Values



Behaviour and attitudes for learning
We have high expectations of all pupils and 
we want them to strive to do the best that 
they can and be the best citizen that they can. 
We ensure that the children have a clear 
understanding of our rewards and sanctions 
approaches.

● Verbal praise, Class dojos, Special 
Awards, Values awards etc.

● Each class has a set of class rules and we 
have a consistent warning system 
throughout the school. In KS1, your child 
will also be used to the sun and cloud 
system. 



What makes Year 1 different?
In Year 1 children develop their independence and are expected to undertake more 
formal tasks. We follow the national curriculum which exposes the children to a wide 
variety of subjects. The children learn through exploration and build upon the practical 
skills they have learnt in their Foundation year. As we move through the year, the 
learning becomes more structured, but the children continue to learn in a variety of ways 
(in groups or individually) and settings (on the carpet, at tables or outside), which allows 
the children to continue to explore and develop their interests in different areas. We have 
high expectations for outcomes and presentation for all children. The children start to use 
exercise books for all areas of the curriculum to document their learning journeys and 
are always proud to show off their work. 



Our English curriculum exposes the children to a range of high quality texts through both 
reading and writing. 

Grammatical skills are taught throughout the year as part of our English lessons. These include 
skills such as leaving spaces between words, joining words and clauses using 'and', using 
capital letters, full stops, question marks, and exclamation marks and turning words into 
plurals using -s or -es. 
Weekly writing is usually focused on a high quality text or linked to the topic. We use a range 
of strategies to engage children in writing including drama, talk for writing and the power of 
pictures. 

Children have the opportunity to use ‘free write books’ frequently. We encourage the children 
to use these books to develop longer passages of writing. This particular work is not formally 
marked which allows children the freedom to write without the pressure of getting it correct. 
Children can choose what to write in them: a story, a recipe, jokes and so on. 

Writing in Year 1



Reading in Year 1
Reading is such an important skill and the effect of reading on 
child development and progress in all areas is proven. We want 
children to develop a love of reading as well as develop and hone 
their skills. Reading is about sharing books together: hearing your 
child read as well as reading to them (even when they are in Year 
6), talking about books and allowing the children to develop their 
vocabulary, stamina and knowledge of the world around them. 

Please encourage your child to 
read a minimum of three times 
a week, but ideally five or more 
times week. 



Phonics in Year 1
At our school, children are given a solid foundation with reading to enable them develop a secure ability to read 
confidently and fluently for pleasure and within all curriculum areas. We follow the validated systematic synthetic 
phonics scheme Read Write Inc. 

From the very beginning of their school journey, children are taught how to read individual sounds, blending and 
decoding these within simple words. Following this, moving onto digraphs and trigraphs and learning the corresponding 
graphemes for each, using these skills to apply to reading a wide range of texts and building comprehension skills. 
Children participate in daily phonics lessons which are closely assessed, monitored and grouped by children’s phonic 
ability. In addition, in-class phonics lessons for Foundation Stage and Year 1 children are taught to ensure maximum 
progress for all. 

We have a vast support system for children and parents using Read Write Inc’s Pre-Ditty, Ditty and coloured 
Storybooks in school. Children each have a Read Write Inc Book Bag Book and a corresponding level Rigby book on a 
weekly basis. We also have our online E-book resource, Oxford Owl, allocating each child their weekly focused RWI in 
school book with additional comprehension activities for children to participate in, and secure their learning from 
school, at home. 



Reading - Our Recommended Reads

We will read a range of texts 
within lessons and for pleasure 

in the classroom. Here is a 
selection of age-appropriate 
books that we would love the 

children to access. Many of these 
are available in our classrooms. 



Common Exception Words in Year 1
The Year 1 common exception words are words 
that children in Year 1 should be able to 
accurately spell and read fluently.

In class, children will be introduced to new 
spellings. Sometimes this will include a 
particular spelling pattern, or it may include 
words from our common exception list as seen 
on the right of this page.

During the summer term, children will have 
weekly spellings. We then ask that you please 
work with your child to practise any spellings 
that they are given and encourage them to 
utilise Spelling Shed as part of their homework.



Maths in Year 1
In Years 1 and 2, we encourage children to develop automaticity of 
facts and develop their use of subitising, building on learning from 
foundation stage. 

In Year 2, children will then move on to develop their times table skills 
at the appropriate time, as outlined on the next slide. 

We have access to Numbots where the 
children can work through levels 
developing their subitising, addition and 
subtraction skills. 

1-minute maths is another great way to 
rehearse those key facts.



Maths in Year 1
KIRFs - these are set in the third week of each half 
term, but are something to keep working on for the 
whole half term. These highlight other key facts, as 
well as times tables that the children need to have 
instant recall of. These can also be found in your 
child’s reading logs. 

You can also access any previous KIRFs via the 
website.



Maths in Year 1
Identify and represent 
numbers using 
objects and pictorial 
representations

Read and write numbers 
from 1 to 20 in numerals 
and words.

Represent and use 
number bonds and 
related subtraction 
facts within 20



Themes in Year 1



Themes in Year 1
Autumn 1

Spring 2 Summer 2

Autumn 2

Summer 1

Spring 1



Themes in Year 1

Autumn 1
Land Ahoy!

Further 
information about 
our themes can be 
found on our 
school website.



Our Blogs
We love sharing with you the exciting things that we do in 
school. We have a dedicated blog for our year group where 
you can see what your child has been learning (we know 
that they don’t always tell you)! We would like to encourage 
you to check this regularly as they are updated every week. 
They can be found by visiting the school website.



Other things to note…
A live performance!

Parents’ Evening

Open View

Drop ins

An exciting trip

Outdoor learning and 
Woodland Workshop 

Winter Wonderland

…and so much more!

The Magnificent Seven

Pirate Party Day

Autumn Bulb Planting 
and Spring Flower 

Display  

Great Fire Of London 
Day 



With your help, we hope to create:
life-long learners,

reflective pupils who recognise their 
own strengths and areas for 

improvement

and develop the whole child so that 
they are happy, confident, 

compassionate, driven citizens.


