
 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents,  

We would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you for helping us to 

settle the children into their new school.  We are incredibly proud of how 

quickly they are adapting to the new setting and routines.  Thank you also for 

your patience at the end of the school day as we familiarise ourselves with new 

adult faces.     

In Reception at Woodland View Primary School we send out regular newsletters 

to keep you informed about your child’s learning experiences and to inform you 

of any future events.  This half term we are exploring the topic ‘Happy to be 

me!’ where we will be covering themes such as, ourselves, including similarities 

and differences between us and others; our families; our senses; our homes and 

our community. Here are some examples of the planned learning experiences.     

 

 Personal Social and Emotional Development 

● settling into new situations and routines 

● forming new relationships with children and adults 

● creating classroom rules and consequences 

● developing turn taking and negotiation skills 

● learning how to keep the classroom tidy 
 

Communication and Language 

● using talk to express ideas and feelings 

● asking questions  

● listening to and following instructions 

● exploring new vocabulary 

● listening to and talking about stories 
 

Physical Development 

● changing for PE 

● experiment with different ways of moving 

● holding a pencil using a tripod grip (thumb and two fingers) 

● learning how to form letter sounds 

● using tools and different materials safely and with control 

●  
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Literacy 

● learning the letter sounds in phonics 

● beginning to read simple words  

● recognising our own name 

● writing our name 

● describing story settings, characters and events 
 

Mathematical Development 

● developing a strong knowledge of numbers 0-5  

● counting groups of objects carefully 

● recognising more, less and the same 

● learning the names and properties of 2D shapes 

● following instructions using positional language  
 

Understanding the World 

● learning about our school community 

● using our senses 

● talking about similarities and differences  

● looking at changes over time 

● exploring where we live 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

● creating self-portraits using the correct colours 

● exploring colour mixing 

● taking on different roles in our home corner and hospital role-play areas 

● building with a variety of construction materials 

● building stories around small world toys 
 

 
 

Reading  

Soon, your child will bring home a reading book and will be given the opportunity 

to read individually with an adult each week and most weeks it will be twice.  

They will begin to explore books from the reading scheme, learn sight words and 

continue to change their sharing books.  The reading record documents your 

child’s progress in reading, allowing us to share their successes and offer 

advice. Once your child starts to bring reading books home, please write in the 

reading record and make sure your child has their reading book in their book 

bag with them each day.   

 

 



 

 

 

Reading continued… 

Each book provides a wealth of learning experiences.  These include: 

● discussing the front cover and author 

● holding books appropriately and turning the pages 

● using pictures to tell a story 

● predicting what might happen next  

● talking about what happened in the story, the setting and characters 

● following print from left to right 

● spotting familiar letter sounds and words 

● identifying rhyming words 

Normally we would provide more information about our reading scheme, how we 

teach the children to read and write and our Maths curriculum at our Curriculum 

Information Evening in October. However, due to the current situation and 

limiting the amount of adults we have in school together, we will be sending you 

a ‘virtual’ Curriculum Information Evening film very shortly. This film will also 

give you more information about the online homework that will be set through 

Google Classroom this year. 
 

 

Reminders 

 Welly boots – please bring these into school asap so that your child can 

access all areas of the outdoor classroom.  

 Coats - With the weather starting to turn we also urge you to send your 

child with a coat every day. 

 Water bottle - All children also need a filled water bottle every day 

 Snack - All children need one snack every day. One piece/pot of fruit or 

veg/salad only please. 

 Sharing books are being changed each week so please could this book be 

in your child’s book bag each day 

 Google Classroom - if you have not signed in to please do this as soon as 

possible. 

 School Ping - if you have not signed up to please do so as quickly as 

possible. 

 
 

Dates 

13th & 14th October – Individual photos 

19th October – Flu vaccine nasal spray 

22nd  October – Last day of half term 

1st November – Designated Teacher training day 

2nd  November – School re-opens to pupils 

 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

Miss Lee      and    Mrs Williams-Morris 


