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Ask your children about us- how do we support 
your child and Year 3? 

Mr Harvard 
 

Mrs Stevens 
 

Miss Wagstaff 
 

   Mrs Baxter 
 

Mr Dodd 
 

   Mrs Morrow 
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Welcome to Year 3 
Year 3 is the crucial gateway to Key Stage 2. The children have now been in mainstream 
education for a number of years and have a basic understanding of the school routine 
and what is expected of them. To this point, a lot of the children’s learning has been 
heavily supported by adults. In Year 3 we place a lot more emphasis on the children 
becoming independent and self-motivated learners laying a foundation for the rest of 
the Key Stage. They will begin to develop in their maturity and are expected to enter 
into greater communication about their own learning. 
 
There are many differences between KS1 and KS2. We endeavour to bridge this 
transition smoothly in the first term by introducing the children to new structures for 
their learning, building on the vital skills and knowledge gained in KS1. The Year 3 
curriculum offers a rich and stimulating learning experience in which children thrive and 
flourish. We aim to, where possible, guide the children to make links across the subjects 
and to real life situations.   
 
Independent reading is an important part of life in Year 3. The children will develop the 
skills to self-manage their own reading changes, whereas in KS1 this was undertaken by 
an adult. We place a big emphasis on comprehension skills; this includes direct retrieval 
questions about books (these are questions where the answer can be taken directly from 
the text), and greater focus on understanding the overall purpose and themes of the 
text – not just the mechanics of reading.  
 
When the children face difficulties in their learning and social situations, we encourage 
them to approach it with a greater sense of personal responsibility and maturity. This 
requires a partnership between home and school where the child takes an increased 
responsibility for communicating any difficulties directly with their teacher, where 
previously much of this was done by you (we know some children find this easier than 
others!) 
 
Year 3 is a fantastic year of opportunity and growth which we know will make a positive 
difference to your child’s education. 
 

We are hosting a virtual Year 3 Meeting for Parents shortly to discuss the 
transition to Year 3 in more detail. 

Our Mission 
We aim to provide the best possible education for all of the children; to promote a 

love of learning within a positive and stimulating atmosphere, fostering mutual 
care and respect; to nurture and challenge the whole child to their full potential; to 
develop high standards of curriculum attainment; to offer a range of opportunities 
for children to enhance their musical, creative and sporting talents; to encourage 
an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, promoting tolerance 

and high moral values, supporting children on their emotional and spiritual 
journey; to be innovative, forward-thinking and to strive for continual 

improvement. 
Above all …… 

to make the experience at our school one of enjoyment, fun and happiness. 
 
 
 

 



Our School Values 

Values are principles that drive our thinking and behaviour. 
We have selected six special values that are at the heart of 
our approach to school life at Woodland View, as we help 
children develop into caring, responsible and reflective 
citizens.  
 
Each half term we will focus on a different school value as 
we explore the value and try to put it into action. 
 

 
 
We believe respect is essential in all that we do and how we treat others. Indeed all our 
other values link back to respect. As such, we refer to respect as our ‘golden value.’ We 
ask that parents help support our key values at home by exploring them with your child 
regularly.  
 
Our school values tie into British Values, which all schools have a duty to promote.  
 
British Values are defined as:  

❖ Democracy 
❖ The rule of law 
❖ Individual liberty 
❖ Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and 

for those without faith.   
By developing children’s understanding of key values, we are helping to prepare children 
for life in modern Britain so they can participate fully as active citizens.  

 



An Overview of the Year  
 

 
Autumn 1 
 
‘Athens v Sparta’  
Conflict in Ancient Greece 

“Athens    v    Sparta”   is a thematic unit based on Ancient Greece, 
with a key focus on History. Learning is centred on how the Greeks 
used to live, including the key aspect of mythology, especially 
highlighting the conflicts that characterized Ancient Greece. 

Autumn 2 
 
‘A World of  
Difference’  
Religious Festivals 

“A World of Difference” is a thematic unit based around world 
religions. It looks at the following faiths:- Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Islam and Judaism, examining aspects such as places of 
worship, holy books, core beliefs and important festivals. 

Spring 1 
 
‘That’s All Folks!’  
Film and Animation 

“That’s  All  Folks!” is a thematic unit based around the history and 
development of animation and cartoons. It primarily takes in 
elements of history, art and computing/ICT and starts with learning 
about the beginnings of animation, looking at zoetropes and flip 
books, before moving on to the dawn of the Disney age. Then, the 
process of animation is explored further, with an opportunity for 
pupils to exchange their own design ideas and create their own 
animated films. 

Spring 2 
 
‘May the Force be With 
You’  
Forces and Magnets 

“May the Force Be with You” is a thematic unit based around magnets 
and forces, with a key focus on science. It begins with learning about 
contact and non-contact forces before focusing on magnets. Pupils 
will learn about magnetic forces, the relevance of magnetic North and 
South poles and the concept of magnetic attraction and repulsion. 

Summer 1 
 
‘Ug!’ 
Stone Age to Celts 

“Ug!” is a thematic unit, based on the sequence of Stone, Bronze and 
Iron Ages, with a key focus on history. Pupils will be looking at what 
life was like then and comparing similarities and differences over the 
three consecutive periods. It continues the Go With The Flow ‘Let’s 
Walk the Timeline’ song, which is designed to be chronological and 
cumulative, adding verses in other thematic units. Even if not taught 
chronologically, the verses can be ordered correctly at the end of the 
phase to provide a timeline through song. 

Summer 2 
 
‘Under the Canopy’ 
Rainforests 

“Under the Canopy” is a thematic unit, based on the rainforest with 
a key focus on geography and history.  Pupils  are  commissioned to 
work  for  a  fictitious  organisation called ‘Roots’  in helping two 
adopted  children  find  out  about  their  Mexican /Mayan heritage. 
Through this project, they will learn about  the  importance  of the 
rainforest. 
 

 
Units may differ in order in which they are delivered. 

 
 

 



Timetables 
Miss Wagstaff 

 
 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Mr Dodd 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These timetables are a guide only and are subject to change. 
Mrs Stevens teaches in Miss Wagstaff’s class all day on Monday. 

 
● Homework will be handed out on a Monday and due in the following 

Sunday evening. 
● Weekly spelling task sheets will also be handed out for the children to do 

to help them learn their Spelling Shed words.  
● Times tables and division fact practices will take place at the end of the 

week. 



Key Skills- Personal  

By the end of Year 3 we expect children to… 
 

Retrieve own equipment and begin tasks quickly without disrupting others.  
 
Ask an adult for help or clarification when needed.  
 
Be responsible for their own homework and ensuring it is handed in on time.  
 
Self-change reading books. 
 
Take responsibility for communication between home and school as well as 
reporting any issues immediately to an appropriate adult.  
 
Bring P.E kit in on a Monday and take home on Friday for washing. Be able to 
take own earrings out if worn.  
 
Use the toilet at appropriate times so that they don’t miss out on learning.  
 
Consider their own learning in each lesson, evaluating their progress and 
occasionally setting targets for themselves. 
 
Cope without daily afternoon breaks! 
 
Practise their target times tables and spellings.  
 
Join their handwriting in preparation for writing in pen.  
 
Actively engage in all lesson discussions and not be afraid to ask appropriate 
questions.  
 
Know their own address and telephone number in case of emergency 
situations.  
 
Play responsibly during break times, showing care and consideration for 
others.  
 
Tidy up independently at the end of a task and at the end of the day. 
 
Use polite manners remembering ‘please’ and ‘thank you’. 
 
 
 

 



Key Objectives-English 
Year 3 -4 Reading objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Key Objectives-Maths 
 
Year 3 Maths objectives 
 
 
Year 3-4 Writing objectives 
Year 3-4 Writing objectives 

 
 
Year 3-4 Writing objectives 
 
 



Year 3-4 Maths objectives 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Uniform…And What Not 
to Wear! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behaviour- RESPECT 
 
 

School Uniform: 
Bordeaux Woodland View Crew Neck Sweatshirt with Logo 
White Woodland View Polo Shirt with Logo 
Dark Grey Trousers or Skirt 
Black Appropriate Flat Shoes 

 
Summer variation: 

Yellow Gingham Dress 
Dark Grey Shorts 

 
PE Kit: 

White or Yellow T-Shirt 
Burgundy, Black or Navy Shorts 

             A Dark Colour Tracksuit 
            Trainers Suitable for Winter Weather 

 
 
Jewellery: 
Children are allowed to wear small stud earrings and watches but no other 
jewellery. These must be removed for PE and the children must be able to 
remove their earrings themselves. Children cannot take part in PE lessons if 
they have their earrings in, for health and safety reasons. 
 
If children are to have their ears pierced please aim to have this done over 
the summer holidays so they do not miss 6 weeks of PE! 
 
Our lost property grows throughout the year at a very rapid rate! 
Please can you ensure that all PE kits, school uniforms, book bags and 
coats are clearly labelled with your child’s name and class! 
 
 
 



Protective Behaviours 
As part of our ongoing commitment to prioritising safeguarding we are 
implementing a safety programme for our pupils which focuses on empowering 
children around personal safety. This is a Protective Behaviours programme, 
focusing around two main themes ‘We all have the right to feel safe all of the 
time’ and ‘There is nothing so awful or small that we can’t talk about it with 
someone’. The information provided to children is generic and can be applied to a 
range of situations that may arise for them, such as bullying, internet safety, 
being harmed, feeling sad or feeling unsafe. 

The overall aims of the programme are: 

• To empower children to feel safe and know they have a right to feel safe. 
• To give children the confidence and ability to assertively manage their own 
safety. 
• To give children the skills to take responsibility for their own bodies (including 
naming body parts using correct terminology), thoughts, feelings and behaviour. 
• To enable children with a range of communication abilities to ask for help. 
 
The programme is age appropriate, using a variety of activities, including songs 
and games to introduce and reinforce the themes. 
 

In Year 3 we expect children to take greater responsibility for their own behaviour. 
This is recognised in our Year 3 behaviour system. Dojo points can be earned through a 
variety of means such as: 

Working hard and staying focused  
Kind and polite behaviour  
Excellent contributions in class discussions 
Showing initiative (at the right time) 
Outstanding homework/reading tasks etc 

 
When children make inappropriate behaviour choices they are given a verbal warning. If 
behaviour persists they may progress to having their name written on the board as a 
visual reminder that they must be mindful of their participation to the lesson. If this 
behaviour continues, they may progress to missing part of their break or lunchtime to 
reflect on their errors and possible moving to see another adult. 
 
 
 

  

           
          

         
          

                
            

              



Homework Top Tips 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 

Useful Websites 

Homework is an important opportunity to consolidate and extend learning out 
of class and is usually based around the themes of learning for that week or 
term. 

Encourage your children to look at their homework on the first evening they 
are given it to ensure they fully understand the tasks. 

Plan an appropriate time for your child to complete homework where they can 
be fully focused and are not too tired. 

If they are uncertain about any element of the homework, encourage them to 
speak to their teacher as soon as possible to help clarify any problems.  

Allow your child to attempt their homework on their own. However, if they 
are finding it tricky encourage them to explain to you what they perceive the 
task to be. If your ideas and theirs differ encourage them to seek help at 
school. 

Feel free to make any comments on their homework by posting a comment, 
for example you might want to explain where you have provided help as it is 
useful to see what knowledge they have retained from the week’s learning, and 
this communication provides another link between home and school.   

On the final week of each half term, children will be asked to focus on the 
‘Challenge at Home’ activities. 

For further guidance please visit the school website.  
 

School website:  HYPERLINK "http://www.wvps.northants.sch.uk" 
www.wvps.northants.sch.uk 

 
BBC Schools website - useful links and information about most of the 

curriculum areas studied:  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/" 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Recommended Reading List 
 

Over the year we will have several class readers. The children may wish to 
explore each author further.  

In addition, they may want to read some of the age-related recommended 
reads listed below. 

 
           
           
     

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 
 

Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 
 

The Hundred and One Dalmations by Dodie Smith 
 

The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson 
 

The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe by C S Lewis 
 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate Dicamillo 
 

The Legend of Podkin One –Ear by Kieran Larwood 
 

The Queen’s Nose Dick King-Smith 
 

The Battle of Bubble and Squeak by Phillipa Pearce 
 

Cat Tales by Linda Newbery 
 

The Sheep-Pig by Dick King-smith 
 

           
   



Term Dates 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


