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Welcome to the Foundation Stage 
 

In our Foundation Stage classes the children will complete the final year of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, providing children with secure foundations for lifelong learning. It builds 
upon the learning that children have already gained from their families and pre-school 
experiences and ensures children receive exciting learning opportunities tailored to their 
individual stage of development. 
 
The Foundation Stage curriculum has seven areas of learning and development :  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Physical Development  
• Communication and Language  
• Literacy  
• Mathematics  
• Understanding the World  
• Expressive Arts and Design  

 
The children will be given a wide range of experiences and take part in activities (educational 
programmes), which will support their development across all areas of learning. Our approach 
in is based upon the principle that young children learn best through play. Play enables 
children to explore their ideas, invent their own goals, learn to interact with others, solve 
problems, consolidate and apply their learning, and so much more!   
These skills reflect the Characteristics of Effective Learning: 

• Playing and Exploring  
• Active Learning  
• Creating and Thinking Critically 

 
Through our planning we ensure that these characteristics are thread into the learning 
experience that we provide. 
 
 
 

We welcome you and your child to our school family and look forward to working 
with you in this first and very important year of school.             

 

Our School Mission 
Inspire, Enjoy, Achieve 

We aim to provide the best possible education for all of the children; to promote a love of learning within 
a positive and stimulating atmosphere, fostering mutual care and respect; to nurture and challenge the 

whole child to their full potential; to develop high standards of curriculum attainment; to offer a range of 
opportunities for children to enhance their musical, creative and sporting talents; to encourage an 

understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, promoting tolerance and high moral values, 
supporting children on their emotional and spiritual journey; to be innovative, forward-thinking and to 

strive for continual improvement. 

Above all… to make the experience at our school one of enjoyment, fun and happiness. 

 



Our School Values 
Values are principles that drive our thinking and behaviour. We have selected six special 
values that are at the heart of our approach to school life at Woodland View, as we help 
children develop into caring, responsible and reflective citizens.  
 
Each half term we will focus on a different school value as we explore the value and try to 
put it into action. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Values are principles that drive our thinking and behaviour. As a school community we 
focus on a different value each half term. At the end of that term the whole school comes 
together for a fantastic WVPS Values Awards ceremony, where children who have been 
ambassadors for that Value, walk along the red carpet to receive their certificate! Respect 
is our golden value as we believe it is essential in all that we do. Our shared understanding 
of Respect is:  

To treat others how you would like to be treated. 
 

We ask that parents help support our key values at home by exploring them with your child 
regularly.  
 
Our school values tie into British Values, which all schools have a duty to promote.  
 
British Values are defined as:  
 Democracy 

 
 The rule of law 

 
 Individual liberty 

 
 Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for 

those without faith.   
 
By developing children’s understanding of key values, we are helping to prepare children for 
life in modern Britain so they can participate fully as active citizens.  
 



An Overview of the Year 

 

These are the broad themes that we plan to explore each half term, although we are regularly 
guided by the children’s particular interests. The books listed here are just a few that we will 

explore over the year, if you have any of them at home do please read them with your 
children so that they are familiar with them. 

 

Term Theme Books 
Autumn 1 

 

Happy to be 
me! 

I am Josephine 
Stickman 

Funny Bones 
Titch 

The Colours of Us 
The Large Family 

 

Autumn 2

 

Join the 
Celebration 

Kippers Birthday 
Scarecrows Wedding 

The Diwali Gift 
The Great Race 

Dear Father Christmas 
All Join in 

 

Spring 1 

 

Jurassic 
Park 

Cave Baby 
Tyrannosaurus Drip 

Harry and the Dinosaurs 
Meet the Grumps 
Stone Age Boy 

Fossils 

Spring 2 

 

Tell us a 
story 

The Gingerbread Man 
Jack and the beanstalk 

Cinderella 
The Three Billy Goats 
The Three Little Pigs 

Snow White 
 

Summer 1 

 

If you go 
down to the 

woods! 

 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

The Everywhere Bear 
Pinocchio 

Jaspers Beanstalk 
One Warm Fox 

The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch 
 

Summer 2  

 

Ticket to  
ride 

Mr Grumpy’s Outing 
On the Way Home 

Whatever Next 
Aliens Love Underpants 

Mr Grumpy’s Car 
Farmer Duck 



 

Areas of Learning 
 

The following are the Early Learning Goals which children are expected to 
 achieve at the end of the year. 

 
 

 

Communication and Language  
 
Listening, Attention and Understanding 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions 

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  
• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

 
Speaking 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support 
from their teacher. 

 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

 
• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their 

behaviour accordingly. 
• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their 

immediate impulses when appropriate. 
• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when 

engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
 

Managing Self 
• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet 

and understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 
• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 
• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in 

the face of challenge. 
 

Building Relationships 
• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 
• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.  
• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

 

 

Self-Regulation 



 

Physical Development 
 
Gross Motor Skills 

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. 
• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. 
• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 
 

Fine Motor Skills 
• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all 

cases.  
• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.  
• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing 

 
Literacy 
 
Comprehension 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play 
 

Word Reading 
• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 

including some common exception words. 
 

Writing 
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 
Mathematics 
 
Number 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. 
• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 
• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up 

to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 
 

Number Pattern 
• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. 
• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater 

than, less than or the same as the other quantity.  
• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double 

facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
 

 
 



 

 
Understanding the world 
 
Past and Present 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling. 
 

The Natural World 
• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 

and plants. 
• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 

contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, 

including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
 

People, Cultures and Communities 
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 

stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, nonfiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities 

in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 
Being imaginative and expressive 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. 
• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move 

in time with music. 
 

Creating with Materials 
• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 

colour, design, texture, form and function. 
• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Uniform…And What Not to 
Wear! 

 
 
School Uniform: 

• Bordeaux Woodland View Crew Neck Sweatshirt with Logo 
• White Woodland View Polo Shirt with Logo 
• Dark Grey Trousers or Skirt 
• Black appropriate flat Shoes 

 
Summer variation: 

• Yellow Gingham Dress 
• Dark Grey Shorts 

 
PE Kit: 

• White or Yellow T-shirt 
• Burgundy, Black or Navy Shorts 
• PE jumper and tracksuit trousers during colder months.  
• Plimsolls or trainers 

 
Jewellery: 
Children are allowed to wear small studs but no other jewellery. These must be 
removed for days when PE takes place or the children must be able to remove 
their earrings themselves. Children cannot take part in PE lessons if they have 
their earrings in due to health and safety regulations. Please be aware that PE 
days may change due to circumstances such as the weather. 
 
 
 

ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING MUST BE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH THE CHILD’S NAME 
PLEASE. 

  



 
Behaviour – RESPECT 

 
In the Foundation Stage we expect children to… 
 
 Follow the classroom rules that we agree together at the start of the 

year. 
 

 Consider their actions towards others. 
 

 Treat others as they themselves want to be treated. 
 

 Be polite and always say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’. 
 

 Understand the consequences for their actions. 
 

 Understand the meaning of the word ‘sorry’ and be able to explain why 
they are saying this word. 

 

 Respect the classroom environment including books that are taken 
home. 

 
 

Protective Behaviours 
As part of our ongoing commitment to prioritising safeguarding we are implementing 
a safety programme for our pupils which focuses on empowering children around 
personal safety. This is a Protective Behaviours programme, focusing around two 
main themes ‘We all have the right to feel safe all of the time’ and ‘There is nothing 
so awful or small that we can’t talk about it with someone’. The information provided 
to children is generic and can be applied to a range of situations that may arise for 
them, such as bullying, internet safety, being harmed, feeling sad or feeling unsafe. 

The overall aims of the programme are: 

• To empower children to feel safe and know they have a right to feel safe. 
• To give children the confidence and ability to assertively manage their own safety. 
• To give children the skills to take responsibility for their own bodies (including 
naming body parts using correct terminology), thoughts, feelings and behaviour. 
• To enable children with a range of communication abilities to ask for help. 
The programme is age appropriate, using a variety of activities, including songs and 
games to introduce and reinforce the themes. 



 
 

Homework Top Tips 
 

 Homework is an important opportunity to consolidate and extend learning, as well 
as providing a great opportunity for your child to share their experiences at 
school with you. 

 

 Once the children are full time they will begin to bring home 2 books from our 
reading scheme to share at home. One will be a phonics based book and the 
other will be more focussed on high frequency words. 

 

 We suggest you read daily with your child for 5-10 minutes. Please comment in 
your child’s Reading Record about their progress at home.  We will only change 
the reading books in their book bag once they have read both books twice. 

 

 We provide children with letter sound cards in their book bag as they learn 
sounds during their phonics sessions. Please consolidate the learning of these 
sounds and practise building words with them, using the pure sounds. 

 

 We also provide the children with word cards that include many high frequency 
words and work alongside the Rigby Star reading scheme. We recommend you 
practise reading these by sight. 

 

 Children will be set homework every 1-2 weeks which will help to consolidate the 
work that your child has completed in class. 

 

 

 
Useful Websites   

 
         School website - https://www.wvps.northants.sch.uk 

 
Cbeebies - www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 

 
Phonics games - http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm 

 
Topmarks - http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

                                                                                              
    Phonics games - https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/minigames 
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Term Dates 
 
       
 
 
 
 


