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Dear Parents 

 
The children have settled back into school really well. 

This is partly down to parents preparing them well (thank you), partly due to the children enjoying 

being back with their friends, and partly due to the efforts of school staff in making school a place that 

children like coming to. Here is an outline of our approaches to the return to school so far, and the 

way ahead. 

 

Recovery Curriculum  

Our key priority in welcoming all our pupils back to school has been to 
ensure that the children feel safe, happy and are keen to keep coming back! 
Following such an unprecedented time, it has been essential to focus on 
their emotional and social well-being alongside the re-introduction of some 
key expectations. Any transition period is crucial for children and can be 
very positive with lots of feelings of excitement, but for some this can be a 
difficult time with feelings of anxiety, worries and loss. Teachers have worked very hard to create a 
recovery curriculum that is founded in key educational transition research and focuses on feeling safe, 
actively building relationships, a sense of community, current social and emotional needs and 
rebuilding children’s relationship with learning in the school environment. Children are most 
successful when their emotional needs are met and this initial approach will ensure we have active 
and engaged learners moving forward. We are so proud of how the children have responded to these 
activities, it has been a pleasure to see so many happy, smiling faces! 
 

Catch Up Curriculum 

Now the children have settled well, following the use of our Recovery 

Curriculum, we will be undertaking assessments to gauge where the children 

are in their learning. We will then plan a range of support and challenge for 

everyone, based upon their needs. The Government has provided some 

funds (Catch Up Funding) to all schools to help children reach their potential. 

Our aim is to ensure children are achieving or exceeding year group 

expectations as soon as possible. This is no easy task but we have an amazing 

staff team who will work diligently to meet this challenge, whilst keeping the 

children’s enjoyment of school and enthusiasm for learning. 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

Our first Parents’ Evenings will be after half term. We are currently planning 

how best to operate these, given current restrictions, and will update you 

when we can. As part of this process we aim to give you a thorough picture 

of your child’s educational attainment, how that relates to year group 

expectations, the gaps that need filling and how we are tackling those.  

  

 



Reading 
We are hoping to give your child their first school reading books at the end of next 
week. We are currently working on creating a safe system for children to receive, read, 
take home, and return reading books, along with a new virtual reading record system.  
 

Homework / Google Classroom 
We will be using Google Classroom as the platform to set and manage homework this 
year. It will also be used to provide work for children to do at home if they are self-
isolating, or if there are partial school closures. We are currently in the process of 
setting this up for all of the children. More details will follow soon.  
 
Workout Wednesdays - wear your trainers! 
As you know, we are a school that believes strongly in promoting children's health and well-being 
therefore we are delighted to share with you our plans for 'Workout Wednesdays'. You will know we 
already have an Adventure Trail and Outdoor Fitness Equipment. 
 

You might also have noticed 
that on our field we have had 
a new all-weather track 
installed which creates a path 
to many of our outdoor 
learning spaces. On 
Wednesdays, this will be used 
as a running track for every 
class.  
 
Each class will have an 
allocated time during the day 
to build up their fitness levels 
by running and walking the 
track. We will be using a 
special app so that we can 

record children's distances and set individual and class/year group targets. The focus will be on 
promoting exercise, improving fitness and motivating the children. This inclusive approach will give all 
of the children the chance to set individual targets appropriate for their fitness levels whilst supporting 
their classmates to achieve their personal goals too.   
 
Only Year 6 will need to wear their PE kit to school; all other year groups will run in 
their uniform however all children will need to wear their trainers to school 
every Wednesday, ready for their fitness session during the day.  
 
We look forward to starting Workout Wednesdays next week and we'll update you later in the term 
on the children's progress! 
 

Premises Issues 

As well as the new track, we have been updating parts of the school over the summer. The Foundation 

Stage classrooms have a brand new flooring including rainbow coloured carpet areas! 

The obsolete heating and hot water boiler systems have been replaced. The hot water system was in 

place for the start of term (due to handwashing needs) and the heating system should be completed 

shortly (with no impact upon the children and use of the school).  



Many of you visited the new Woodland Workshop during the end of term visit to school. More details 

will follow shortly. We are having an exciting launch day next Wednesday when all classes from Y1 to 

Y6 will have a session with some birds of prey! 

 

Covid-19 Summary 

I can confirm that we have had no confirmed cases of Covid-19 so far. Numerous children have been 

absent, or sent home, due to displaying at least one of the recognised symptoms. At the time of 

writing, 10 pupils have received negative test results and 10 pupils are still awaiting results. Two staff 

members have had to isolate due to symptoms in family members (one negative result, one still 

awaiting results). It appears quite difficult to secure a prompt, local test and the average time to 

receive results is around 2 days. 

 

We are working hard to implement the guidance to keep everyone safe. One of the key ways is keeping 

year groups apart, during the school day and in a complex arrangement of clubs that keeps year 

groups separate. The breakfast and after school club is doing all it can to keep children in different 

year groups apart. I need to ask you to support this key part of the set of protective measures, by 

limiting your child’s contacts out of school. This includes the use of outdoor play equipment after 

school, when children from multiple year groups are present and thorough cleaning of apparatus 

between use is not in place. This will be underlined by the new guidance which begins on Monday that 

states, ”From Monday 14 September, when meeting friends and family you do not live with you must 

not meet in a group of more than 6, indoors or outdoors.” 

Thank you. 

 

Please see below a parents’ guide to steps to take in case of symptoms. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark Thomas 
Headteacher 
 
 
Key Dates 
Wednesday 16th September Bird of Prey Experience (Y1-Y6) 
Friday 2nd October  Flu Vaccine Nasal Spray (details to follow) 
14th & 15th October  Individual Photographs (details to follow) 
w/b 19th October  Year 3 Performance (no audience permitted, performance will be 
    shared electronically) 
Friday 23rd October  Close for half term 
Monday 2nd November  Designated Teacher Day 
Tuesday 3rd November  School Re-opens 
 
 
 



Guide for Parents – COVID-19 
(correct as of September 2020) 
 

If your child develops SYMPTOMS of COVID-19 
(new persistent cough and/or high temperature and/or change or loss of taste or smell); 

 

If at home, do not send them to school 
and contact the school 
 
 
 
 

PARENTS’ STEPS: 
1. Child with symptoms isolate for 10 days, siblings 

stay off school and isolate for 14 days, rest of 
household isolate for 14 days (unless a negative 
test result is received) 

2. Book a test for the child with symptoms as soon as 
possible via www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or by phone 
on NHS 119 

3. Get test result by email or text, inform school of 
result 

 

If at school, they will be separated 
from others and sent home (with any 
siblings) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
Following a confirmed case at 
school, Public Health will 
advise school about whether a 
class or bubble should close, or 
which pupils should isolate due 
to close contact. 
 

TEST & TRACE 
If Test & Trace advise your 
child to isolate due to close 
contact with a confirmed case, 
they should isolate for 14 days. 
They should only be tested if 
they display symptoms. 

USEFUL CONTACTS  
NHS Medical Advice:  119 
To book a test:            119 or  
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus   
 
School: 01604 765037 or via 
website contacts page 

 

NHS Test & Trace will make contact with 
family and school to discuss close contacts

Household undertakes 14 day isolation

Complete child's 10 day isolation and then 
return to school if well enough

Family can stop isolating

Child can return to school when 
well enough

Siblings can return to school if 
they have no symptoms

If NEGATIVE test result If POSITIVE test result 

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

