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Please see below, the promised update from 
Mr Horsley on home learning. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Mark Thomas 
Headteacher 
 

Home Learning update – 2nd May 2020   

We are currently two weeks into the Google Classroom phase of Home Learning and we are 

delighted with how it is going! It has been wonderful to see the children completing tasks and 

communicating with their teachers. Of course, there have been a few technical issues along 

the way, as we expected with this new online learning set-up, and some families are in 

particularly difficult circumstances which has made Home Learning a harder process for 

them. But thank you so much for engaging with it as it will benefit your child immensely!    

As of today, we currently have 98.5% of children accessing Google Classroom, and so far, 

over 2,300 tasks have been ‘handed in’. We have also had fantastic engagement in Mr 

Thomas’ and my challenge (which was sent out yesterday) and Mr Dodd’s Virtual Pentathlon 

Challenge (which is still available on the website). We have also seen that many children 

have continued to access the learning websites, such as TT Rockstars and Purple Mash, 

which we commonly use in school (this information was sent to you in a previous email). 

Can children do more? 

Now that we have completed 2 weeks of this phase, we want to provide you with information 

that will allow you to do more with your children if you are able to. One of our key messages 

has been do what you can, when you can.  

However, we understand that some families have the capacity to do more with their children 

therefore detailed below are THREE new additions to Home Learning. 

Please remember that the priority for children is to complete the Google Classroom 

tasks set by their teachers first. These further options are additional extras to do if you can 

and want to. 

 

PTO 



1. Home Learning Recommended Websites    

We have accumulated a list of 28 learning websites that come highly recommended by us. 

Please select the Home 

Learning Tab via our school 

website to access the list which 

includes the names of the 

websites, links directly to them, 

the ages they are aimed at, brief 

descriptions, their subject 

curriculum coverage and a star 

recommendation. 

These websites are perfect for 

Home Learning as they will 

provide you with a wide range of fantastic learning games, tasks, lessons and resources to 

help support your child with their learning at home. 

2. Access to more Teacher Videos    

As you know, every Monday teachers post a ‘teaching video’ starring themselves. Because 

we have had fantastic feedback from children and parents about these, we want to make 

more of them available for your children. 

Therefore we have set up a Shared Drive named 

Video Bank. To access this, go to Google Drive 

on your child’s account, and select Shared 

Drives from the menu on the left, then your child 

can view a wide range of teacher videos from all 

year groups and attempt the tasks if they wish. 

Please be aware that these videos range in terms 

of the year group they are targeted at, so that 

may be a factor in which ones your child chooses 

to do. Also, children will not be able to post their outcomes. The Video Bank will update 

weekly. 

We also hope that, as our teachers have become experts in starring in their own teaching 

videos, they don’t all quit the teaching profession to pursue careers as CBeebies TV 

presenters! 

3. Extending tasks further    

The tasks we set on Google Classroom are aimed at children taking up to an hour to 

complete them. Nevertheless, we don’t want children finishing their task quickly and being 

disappointed that they haven’t got more to do. Therefore, 

where possible, teachers will be including extensions, 

optional extras and open challenges so that children are 

able to spend more time tackling activities and 

deepening their learning if they want to. 

We have always been a school that aims high and seeks 

to challenge our pupils to the maximum. However, in 

these very uncertain times we must continue to balance 

our aspirations for the children’s learning with their 

mental wellbeing and the health and safety of themselves and their families. 



We hope that these 3 new additions to this phase of Home Learning will enable those 

families capable of doing more, to do so if they wish. 

Future Plans 

We are currently working on a plan which focuses specifically on further supporting children 

with their phonics and reading progress whilst at home. We will be in touch soon with more 

information. 

 

Have a good weekend, 

Kind regards, 

Mr Horsley   

 


