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Dear Parents 
 
School Closure 
I’d like to thank my staff again for their commitment to the community by looking after the 
children of critical workers who are attending the in-school care provision.  
 
Communications 
Our current provider of the system that includes text messaging, email messaging, and 
school money have more than doubled their renewal quote this year. We are therefore 
switching to a new and improved system called School Ping. The one main change for you 
will be that messages will not be sent as texts but as push notifications to an App that you 
are asked to download. Very soon you will receive an email with instructions for installing the 
App on your device. Please support us by doing this as soon as possible. 
 
The current text messaging system will cease at the end of May so we have a month to get 
everyone on board please. Thank you in advance. 
 
Home Learning 
Before Easter; 
We provided workbooks with home learning tasks for the first two weeks of closure. 
 
During Easter: 
We set a few light-hearted challenges and sent you, by email, a summary list of websites 
and logins (commonly used in school) that your child can use whilst off school. 
 
Summer Term: 
Last week we launched Google Classrooms and our teachers are setting work four days per 
week and communicating with your child weekly. We are focussed on getting this in place for 
every child. 96% have now signed in and are accessing the work. We have set this up to be 
interesting and enjoyable for all children, and manageable for all families. 
 
We understand that every family situation is different, and three children sharing one device 
and one parent’s attention (whilst they are trying to work from home) is more challenging 
than one child with their own device and two parents at home. Similarly, many of our 
teachers are managing the care of young children at home alongside doing their children’s 
school work with them, as well as setting work, filming lessons and responding to children 
through Google Classroom. I am very proud of how they are responding and coping with this 
new situation. 
 
We are very mindful of not over-burdening anyone to avoid the process becoming a negative 
experience. Thank you so much to families who have made contact to say how pleased they 
are with the current balance and to thank the teachers for their communications. 
 
If your family is struggling to fit everything in: please remember that doing your best in 
these times is plenty good enough. 
If your family would welcome more activities: we will be sharing with you, later in the 
week, our future plans and further activities/routes for learning.  



Online Safety Reminder 
As children may be spending more time on the internet during this period at home, please 
can I remind you about ensuring their safety online. There are a few recent documents from 
Northants County Council, which are on our website. 
https://www.wvps.northants.sch.uk/internet-safety/ 
 
Parents’ Evening/Reports 
Teachers are writing Interim Reports for you so you can see how they are doing and we can 
give targets for your child to focus on whilst school is closed. We aim to get these to you 
next week. 
 
Funds 
We will be providing refunds by cheque for the following: 

 Y5 trip – full refund to those who had paid 

 Y3 trip – full refund to those who had paid 

 Relax Kids Club & Cricket Club – 2 sessions refund 

 Chill Zone Club & Tennis Club – 3 sessions refund 
No refunds are owed for music lessons as the required number of lessons had been 
delivered over the first two terms. 
Year 6 Residential – Whilst it is likely this will not go ahead I have decided not to cancel it at 
this stage. If it is cancelled, parents should receive a full refund. If we cancel and a venue is 
open there may be a cancellation fee, so I will keep you informed. 
 
We will process the refunds as soon as we can but our school office capacity is lower due to 
social distancing guidelines. 
 
Free School Meals 
If you have been financially affected by the crisis, you may now qualify for Free School 
Meals. Please use this link to find out about eligibility and application processes. 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/schoolmeals 
 
NSCP 
Northamptonshire Safeguarding Children Partnership have produced two useful COVID-19 
guides, one particularly aimed at children. These are attached to the email. 
 
When will schools open again? 
We have no more information than you about this. As soon as we know what the next stages 
are, we will communicate with you. However, it is unlikely that all pupils will return to school 
at the same time. At the point when schools are permitted to reopen we will plan for a safe 
and happy return. 
Remember that spending more time with your children is an unexpected blessing. Make sure 
you balance the expectation of some school work with just having fun together.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark Thomas 
Headteacher 
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